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TO THE HONOURABLE 


MAGISTRATES OF MUSSEL BURGIH 


—— 
——— — — 


— — — — 


GENTLEMEN, 


| Wrraovr ſoliciting your permiſſion, T have 
preſumed to dedicate to you the following Diſcourſe. You 
will be naturally led to aſk me, Why it is ſo late in mak- 
ing its appearance ?—Why it is publiſhed at all and 
Why it is dedicated to you? It is hoped that the ſubſequent 
detail will p.ead my excuſe, be deemed a ſufficient apology, 
and prove a ſatisfactory anſwer. 


I never intended to publiſh it, becauſe I am not conſcious 
that it poſſeſſes any degree of merit to entitle it to publici- 
ty, nor that it is calculated to do much good. I was requeſt- 
ed by many to put it in the preſs; but I always reſiſted 
their iniportunity. I have, however, been prevailed on, at 
laſt, to yield to their ſolicitations ; in conſequence of be- 
ing informed, by good authority, that what I advanced in 
the pulpit has been groſsly miſrepreſented to my preju- 
dice. 5 5 


I am proud to ſay, that I have many friends in Muſſel- 
burgh, from whom I have experienced the kindeſt offices; 
and, in this public manner, I gratefully acknowledge my 
| 8 obligations 
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obligations to them : but, at the ſame time, I have ſome 
ſecret enemies, who wiſh to traduce my character on every 
occaſion, and repreſent me as hoſtile to the State. 


Diſſenters, in general, have been unjuſtly branded as ene- 
mies to their country, and as the abetters of the ſubverſion 
of all civil and eccleſiaſtical order: though, I am firmly 
perſuaded, there are not more loyal ſubjects in the Britiſh 
empire. A man, however ſober and reſpectable his cha- 
racter, cannot now expreſs, in the mildeſt terms, his diſap- 
probation of war in general, nor even a modeſt wiſh for 
peace; but ſome blind, zealous, or ſelf-intereſted bigots, 
for there are ſuch in politics as well as in religion, cry out, 
Friend of the People, Democrat, —Jacobin ! and endea- 


vour to propagate through the neighbourhood, that he 


is an enemy to the King and conſtitution, A perſon, who 
is thus ſtigmatiſed, muſt, no doubt, have an inclination to 
vindicate his character from ſuch foul aſperſions. 


The circumſcribed ſphere of my power renders it impoſ- 
ſible for me to do much good, or ill, to the Government. 
Tf it could dread the frowns, or court the ſmiles of a diſ- 
ſenting miniſter; if it could be injured by his puny arm, or 
ſtand in need of his feeble ſervices to ſupport its intereſt, it 
would, indeed, be in a weak and tottering condition. I ſel- 
dom make the pulpit the vehicle of politics; nor do J at- 
tempt to attract the eye of men in power, or recommend 
myſelf to the notice of the great, by declaiming on the excel. 
lence of our conſtitution, however much I eſteem it, the fi- 
nances, the reſources, and the proſperity of the country. 


I depend, particularly, on the inhabitants of the town over 
which 
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which you preſide, for the ſupport of myſelf and my voung 
f-mily ; but I poſſeſs an independent mind, th:t would 
ſcorn to cringe ſervilely for favour,-—that would ſpurn at 


the idea of promoting my own i«:tereſt by fycophuntic. 


meaſures. I ſtudy to do ail the good I can, in my hun- 


ble ſphere. My ſtated hearers can teſtify, that, on every 


proper occaſion, I recommend and enforce ſubordination 
to magiſterial authority, obedience to the laws of the cou:- 


try, and the cultivation of a meek and quict ſpirit. 


I poſſeis, ſo far as I know, the eſteem and affection of 


my congregation, and I do not think that the ſlunderous 


Tumour, with regard to my diſcourſe, originated from any 
of them. Some malignant ſpirits, in human form, popped 
into my church on the day of thankſgiving appointed by 
his Majeſty, perhaps to hear „ what the babvler wonl.l 
« ſay,” Either through want of capacity to underitan«l 
me, or rather through wilfal miſrepreſentation, they report- 
ed, —that I ſpake ſeditiouſly, — that I expreſſed my regret 


at the diſcomfiture of the French fleet, and even a wiſh 
that it had been the fate of the Britith.—A\ ſerious charge, 


indeed ; deſigned, at leaſt calculated, to wound my charac- 
ter, to hurt my uſefulneſs, to expoſe me to the indigna— 
tion of every patriotic mind, and, if poſſible, to bring down 
upon me the vindictive arm of legal power. 1 85 


The beſt mode of defence, as has been ſuggeſted to me, 
is to publith the diſcourſe; and I hereby ſolemnly declare, 
that there is not one ſentiment withheld which was for- 
merly expreſſed. 7 

5 Without 
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Without ſubmitting it to the reviſal or correction of any 
perſon, I fend it forth, with all its imperfections, to a can- 
did and diſcerning Public; allowing them to judge whe- 
ther the reports circulated be founded in truth. 


As you, Honourable Magiſtrates, are inveſted with civil 
authority, and are guardians of the State in this part of the 
kingdom, I dedicate it to you, hoping that you will take 
it under your protection, if found worthy of your patro- 
nage; and if not, perfectly reſigned that you ſhould treat 
it with merited contempt. Whatever ſhall be its fate, I 
will not ceaſe to pray for you, and for the peace and proſ- 
perity of the Honeſt Town. I beg leave, 


GENTLEMEN, 
To ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble Servant, 
WM. Me KzchRNIE. 
Mufpetbur 8, : : 
799. 


28th) Jan, 


A 
DISCOURSE 
ON 


ExoDus xv. 6. 


Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 
thy right hand, O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the 


Enemy. 


N OS words form a part of a triumphant ſong, 
which was ſung on a memorable occaſion. It 
was immediately after a ſignal deliverance, and an 


important victory. It was when the tribes of Iſrael 


had been emancipated from Egyptian ſervitude, and 
reſcued from the fury of a haughty tyrant. 


They were proſecuting their journey to the pro- 


miſed land, after having been permitted to leave the 
territories of Egypt, and go to worſhip the God of 
their fathers. The monarch, under whoſe yoke they 
had been ſo long galled, recanted his promiſe, and 
determined to reduce them to their former ſtate of 
ſlavery, They were placed in imminent danger. On 
each ſide of them were inacceſſible rocks and moun- 
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tains: before them was the Red Sea, and behind 
them was the army of Egypt, led on by the bold 
and enterpriſing Pharaoh, They could not reſiſt, 


as they were a pitiful herd of men, women, and 


children, without arms, and without diſcipline. Nor 


could they fly, as they were hemmed in on every 
| ſide. They made recourſe to Moſes, to whom they 


applied in every diſtrefling and aftlictive ſituation. 
He, like a gallant General who revives the droop- 
ing ſpirits of his troops, accoſted them in the moſt 
animating language, * Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill, and 
te ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, which he will ſhew 
you to-day : for the Egyptians, whom ye have 

e ſeen to-day, ye ſhall ſee them again no more for 
* ever.” Accordingly, the Almighty God, who is 
the refuge and ſtrength of his people in every cala- 
mitous condition, when the arm of fleſh is too fee- 
ble to bring relief, ſeaſonably interpoſed in their be- 


half. He, to whom the winds and ſeas are ſubject, 
---who ſpeaks, and behold the tempeſt blows,---who 


commands, and the ſtorm is huſhed into a calm,---- 
He divided the waters of the vaſt ocean in the front 
of the Iſraelites, and opened to them a paſſage both 
ſafe and eaſy. The enemy, not cooled in the ar- 


dour of purſuit, nor intimidated by ſuch a ſtriking 


occurrence, attempted to overtake them, and was 


| ſwallowed up in the deep abyſs. 
Re- 


6-44 


Reflecting on this extraordinary and ſingular in- 
terpoſition of Omnipotence, and impreſſed with 
ſentiments of the warmeſt gratitude, Moſes and the 
children of Iſrael ſang, Thy right hand, O Lord, 
© js become glorious in power: thy right hand, O 
<« Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy.“ 


In obedience to the Royal mandate, we are aſſem- 


bled this day, to pay to Almighty God the tribute of 


grateful praiſe, particularly for a naval victory 


which was lately obtained. With reference to that 
grand exploit, atchieved under the auſpices of Hea- 
ven, I ſhall endeavour, according to my feeble abili- 


ties, to direct your attention to the victorious event 
which is here celebrated. It is expected that you 


will hear me without prejudice, and not be offended 


at the political remarks which may occur. As you 


are ſeldom amuſed with diſcourſes of this kind, I 


truſt to your candour, and hope for your indul- 
gence. e 


It is hardly neceſſary to notice, that the expreſſion, 


e daſhed in pieces the enemy,“ refers to the total 


overthrow of Pharaoh's numerous and formidable 
hoſts, and to the entire deſtruction of his martial 
chariots, with all their equipage and grandeur, in 
the Red Sea. By the principles which produce an 
5 4 2 aſſocia- 
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aſſociation of ideas, we are naturally led to think of 


the late diſcomfiture and ruin of the French fleet at 
the mouth of the Nile, which runs through the land 


of Egypt, ſpreads fertility on the adjacent fields, and 
at laſt diſcharges itſelf into the Mediterranean. Se- 
veral circumſtances of the one, bear at leaſt ſome 
diſtant analogy, or remote reſemblance, to thoſe of 
the other. 


1/7, It was a ſignal and complete victory which 
was obtained at the Red Sea. 


The arms of the Iſraelites were often triumph- 


ant. Seldom did they engage in battle, but they 


came off the field with conqueſt on their ſide. It 
was owing, not unfrequently, to the immediate in- 


terpoſition of Divine Power. A remarkable inſtance 
of this kind, and fimilar to the one under our re- 


view, is exemplified in the hiſtory of Hezekiah. 
Sennacherib, the monarch of Aſſyria, invaded his 


territories. Fluſhed with his recent victories, con- 


fiding in the number and valour of his troops, and 
ſcornful of the God of Jacob, he deſigned to be- 
ſiege Jeruſalem. He had been employed, by Divine 
Providence, to chaſtize the Jews for their fins and 
follies ; but God, ©** who makes the wrath of man 
< to praiſe him, and reſtrains the remainder there- 

0 of,“ 


3 
* of,” defeated his bold and ruinous project. The 
: Aﬀſyrian army, diſpatched on that martial expedition, 
encamped near the city. Their warlike appearance 
would, no doubt, ſtrike terror and alarm into 
every mind. But the Lord of hoſts, armed with 
vengeance, was determined on their overthrow. To 
puniſh Sennacherib for his pride and blaſphemy, he 
commiſſioned a deſtroying angel to make havock in 
his camp. By this vindictive meſſenger of heaven, 
no leſs than 185,000 were ſlain in one night. But 
the overthrow of the Egyptian army was {till more 
notable, and ſtands unparalleled in Jewiſh hiſtory. 
They were totally deſtroyed ; not even one of them 
was permitted to eſcape, and carry the melancholy 
tidings to the metropolis. It was attended with a 
moſt grand, awetul, and itluſtrious diſplay of infinite 
power over the watery element. 


And muit we not confeſs, that the late victory in 
the Mediterranean is remarkably brilliant. Martial 


exploits of this kind have been atchieved by other 
diſtinguiſhed ſons of Neptune; but that of the gal- 
lant Admiral, near the ſhores of Egypt, is allowed 
to be the moſt deciſive and ſplendid in the naval 
annals of our country. Almoſt the whole of the 
enemy's fleet was either deſtroyed, captured, or 
crippled. However divided ider matters, there 
is 
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is but one ſentiment in the nation on this ſubjeR. 
All are filled with emotions of its grandeur, and 
unite in its praiſes, Even the members of Oppoſi- 
tion in the Britiſh Senate were its ſincere panegy- 
riſts, and laviſh of their encomiums. 


2d, The victorious deliverance at the Red Sea was 
a ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing event. 


Was it to be thought that ancient Iſrael could e- 
ſcape the enfuriated purſuit of the enemy? that a 
promiſcuous multitude of men, encumbered with 
their families, unſkilled in the arts of war, and deſ- 
titute of military implements, could reſiſt or over- 
come the army of Pharaoh, conſiſting of the flower 
of his troops, vaſt in number, well diſciplined, and 
inured to the toil of battle? No, every one of them 
muſt have apprehended, that they would be over- 
whelmed by ſuch a prodigious force. Vet, wonder- 
ful to tell,---this formidable hoſt was made to lick 
the duſt, was conſumed as the {tubble, and ſwallow- 
ed up in the vortex of deſtruction. 


And is not the Mediterranean victory alſo big 
with wonder? It muſt be acknowledged, that it was 
long looked for. The report of it was circulated 
a. conſiderable time before it actually took place. 

The 


1 


The nation was pregnant with an:zious expectation. 


The moſt ſanguine hopes were entertained from 


Britiſh {kill in naval tactics, from the valour and in- 
trepidity of the brave Nelſon and his mariners. But 
conſidering the ſuperiour advantages of the French 
fleet, the conqueſt of it was not founded in rational 
conjecture. The Admiral who commanded it ſeem- 
ed to be conſcious of this ; for he deemed himſelf 
fo ſecure in his ſituation, that Britons, with all their 


magnanimity, would not dare to attack him. He 


was engaged in a convivial entertainment,---was re- 
galing his principal officers aboard the prætorian 
ſhip, when the wooden walls of our country hover- 
ed in ſight. The Britiſh ſeamen, who ſeldom ſhrink 
at the proſpe& of danger, and often encounter ſu- 
perior force, were ſtruck, it is ſaid, with the terrific 


ſcene before them, and did not venture to advance, 


till they were harangued by their ſpirited leader. 
Did not the fleet of the enemy by far exceed ours 
in the number of ſhips, of men, and of cannon? Did 
it not occupy a moſt advantageous ſituation? Was 


it not, almoſt impregnably, moored under a range 
of batteries, ready to open the ſluices of deſtruction? 


Taking a retroſpect, then, of the diſproportion be- 
tween the contending ſquadrons,---reviewing the 
favourable circumſtances on the fide of the enemy, 
the diſcomfiture of them muſt appear a matter of 
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ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment, while it blazons forth 
immortal honour on the Britiſh flag. 


2d, The triumph of the Iſraelitiſh nation over 
the Egyptians was an undeſerved interpoſition of 
divine power. 


They were a refractory and rebellious crew. 
They were unthankful to God for the diſtinguiſhed 
favours with which he loaded them. Their annals 
are marked with the moſt heinous enormities,--with 
the blackeſt ingratitude. Ah, finful nation,” fays 
the prophet ; © a people laden with iniquity, a feed 
„ of evil doers, children that are corrupters; they 
ö have forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the 

< Holy One of Iſrael to anger, they are gone away 
* backward.” This is a hideous deſcription, —a 
picture drawn in the moſt gloomy colours, but a- 
| dapted to them in every ſtage and period of their 
[| hiſtory. To puniſh their former guilt, and to pre- 
vent their future crimes, the great and holy God 
q might have given them as a prey into the hands of 
their enemies. He might have been an unconcern- , 
ed ſpectator of that carnage and mifery in which 
they were about to be involved. 


„ But how, it may be ſaid, is this applicable to the 
1 victory at the Nile? Was it not well- earned by our 
brave 


E 5 1 


brave countrymen? Did not all of them nobly fight, 


and many of them gloriouſly fall? Did not their 
ſuperior knowledge in naval ſcience, their magnani- 


mity and fortitude, juſtly entitle them to the con- 
queſt to the glory and renown they have acquired? 


All this is cordially granted; but allow me to add, 


that it was unmerited, on our part as a Nation, from 


the hand of God, who ſuperintends all human af- . 


fairs. Are we not chargeable before him with nu- 
merous, complicated, and aggravated fins? Have 
not all ranks corrupted their ways? Are not his 


laws violated, and his ordinances profaned ? Are not 


irreligion and immorality rampant in our land? I 
ſee Infidelity rearing his deformed head---ſtalking a- 
broad with lofty ſtrides, and inſulting all around 
him. In this reſpe& we too much imitate a neigh- 
bouring nation, againſt whoſe atheiſm we often de- 


claim. The preſent age is not leſs remarkable, than 


thoſe which are paſt, for abuſe of literary talents in 
ſupport of the deiſtical ſyſtem ; and hence the tor- 
rent of infidelity ſeems to threaten an univerſal de- 
vaſtation. Men of every order are tinctured with 


its principles; and, if not in an open, yet in a clan- 
deſtine manner, level their artillery againſt the bul- 


warks of revelation,---ſtrain every nerve to ſubvert 
its foundations. Infidelity is to be found amongſt 


Stateſmen, who, notwithſtanding their pretenſions, 
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ſmile on Chriſtianity only fo far as they find it ſerve 
their political intereſt. It ſometimes appears, in ſa- 
ble attire, figuring away, perhaps to a ſplendid au- 


dience, on the natural beauties and attractive charms 
of moral virtue. It has ſpread its contagion through 


the gay circles of mankind, who, devoted to ſenſual 


amuſements, can be at no pains to weigh, in the 


balance of attentive inquiry and candid judgment, 
the truth and importance of the Chriſtian ſcheme. 
Imbibing their prejudices from others, they are led 
merely by authority ; reliſhing the ſweets of liberty 
from the reſtraints of religion, they careſs their pre- 


poſſeſſions with a doating fondneſs. How often do 


they make the ſacred ſcriptures the butt of their 
raillery, finding in the depth of their ſhallow under- 
ſtandings, no ſtronger arguments than pointed irony, 


bitter invective, or low ſarcaſms ?---Nay, ſome of 
them preſume to diſpute and cavil againſt the vo- 
lumes of inſpiration, before they can read a chapter 


with tolerable propriety. Amongſt thoſe who move 
in the humbler walks of life, infidel principles are no 
leſs prevalent. Allured by the winning example 


_ of ſuperiors, fond of indulgence in their mean ſcenes 


of riot, or wiſhing to appear wiſer than their equals, 


they treat religion with contempt. On account of this 


general impiety and profanity, the omnipotent JzHo- 
VAH,to puniſh us in ournational capacity, might have 
blaſted 


E 1 


blaſted our fleet, directed victory to the ſide of the 


enemy, and, inſtead of a day of grateful tranſport, 
produced univerſal mourning through our ifland : 
but bleſſed be his name, who mixes mercy with 
judgment; © whoſe ways are not as our ways, and 
whoſe thoughts are not as our eps a 


4th, It was a joyful and uſeful victory which the 


Iſraelitiſn tribes acquired. 


It was, no doubt, a ſource of poignant grief to 
the Egyptian nation. Inſtcad of a general illumina- 
tion thro? the kingdom, every houſe would be obſcur- 
ed with all the darkneſs of ſorrow and ſadneſs. Me- 
thinks I ſee them in the deplorable ſituation of the 
Ninevites,---obſerving a faſt,---covered with ſackcloth 
and ſitting in aſhes. But the event was fraught with 
extatic joy, and replete with utility to the Iſraelites. 
What would have been the conſequence, had they 


fallen into the ſanguinary hands, and been given up 
to the unrelenting hearts of the enemy? Perhaps 


every one of them, without ſparing age or ſex, ei- 
ther would have been put to death,---for the arro- 
_ gant monarch exclaimed, © I will purſue, I will o- 
e vertake, I will divide the ſpoil ; my luſt ſhall be 


e ſatisfied upon them, I will draw my ſword, my 
* hand ſhall deſtroy them,” ---or would have been 
B 2 dragged 
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3 
dragged back to the centre of Egypt, and ſubjected 
to all the ſeverity of hard oppreſſion. The chains 
of ſlavery would again have been forged, rivetted 
with double force, and wreathed about their necks; 
but, by the gracious interference of Heaven, they 
were at once ſnatched from the dreadfull fate which 
awaited them, and permitted to march forward to 
the land of promiſe, unmoleſted by the prideful pow- 
er of 'haraoh. This miraculous occurrence no leſs 
tended to diſpirit and ſtrike terror into the minds 
of the other foes, with whom they had to combat. 
Moſes, in the ſong, alludes to this advantage, The 
% people ſhall hear and be afraid, ſorrow ſhall take 
e hold on the inhabitants of Paleſtine. Then the 
* dukes of Edom ſhall be amazed; the mighty men 
* of Moab, trembling, ſhall take hold on them, all 
the inhabitants of Canaan ſhall melt away.” 


If the ruinous defeat of the Egyptian forces was 
thus exhilarating and beneficial to the ancient peo- 


ple of God, muſt we not allow, that the ſucceſs of 
our naval operations, which we this day ſolemnize, 


is impregnated with gladdening tranſport, and pro- 
ductive of the moſt happy effects? Suppoſe, for a 


moment, that victory had been the order of the day 


on the ſide of France, ſhe would have been the 
Miſtreſs of the Ocean where the Britiſh flag now 
. rides 
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rides triumphant. Her DireQory, men of bold and 


enterpriſing ſpirits, elated with the conqueſt, would 
have hazarded freſh attempts to pour forth her troops 
into the ſiſter kingdom; or, perhaps, to effect a 
landing in ſome vulnerable part of our own Ifland. 
But by the recent defeat, which redounds ſo much 
to the honour of our country, the French marine 
dares not venture out of port, and 1s forced, with 
furled fails, to ſkulk in their harbours. While it has 
greatly paralyſed the arm of the republican navy, 
it has ſtrengthened our own ; for the capture of 
one ſhip from the enemy is proportional to the ad- 
dition of two to our naval force. It muſt humble 
the lofry imaginations of the French rulers, and 
teach them to liſten to more moderate terms of 
peace. It muſt animate the drooping minds in our 
own empire, inſpirit the continental powers, that 
were much dejected ; and excite them to renew al- 
liances, to join in oppoſition againſt the common 
foe. In ſnort, it muſt tend to give ſecurity and exten- 
ſion to our foreign trade and commerce, on which 
our national wealth and grandeur depend, not on- 
ly to the ſhores of the Mediterranean, but other re- 
mote ſeas. WE 8 


I muſt confeſs, however, that though I fincerely 
rejoice in every event which thus operates to the 


good 


— k —— — 
A — AI = 
— — 2 — 
= : K 


— = 


FN 
17 
"7 
TY 
189 
1 
1 
* 


E 14 1 


good of my country, yet my heart bleeds even 


when the news of a victory are announced. My 
teelings are touched, when J conſider the dreadful 
concomitants of it, the dire calamities that uſually 
follow in the train of Mars, the execrable parent 
of victory. -Come, behold the works of this god 
of battles,---what deſolations he makes on the earth. 
He exhauſts the national treaſuries deſign'd to 
keep the wheels of government in motion, — in- 


volves empires in immenſe debts, and produces a 


load of grievous taxes ;- cuts the ſinews of trade, 
obſtructs the channels of buſineſs, and blaſts flou- 
riſning traffic, the proud ſupport of civilized ſtates . 


_ ---depopulates a country of its inhabitants, and 


makes the ſoil, where he is ſeated, reek with human 
blood ;---reduces ancient and noble ſtructures to a 
heap of ruins, and lays in aſhes ſuperb and beauti- 
ful cities ;---fpreads devaſtation o'er the fertile fields, 
and deſtroys the luxuriant crop, the effects of the 
peaſant's anxious care and laborious toil. O! what 


| havock does he make among the nobleſt works of 


God in this lower world {---Amidſt the retinue of 
barbarities which generally attend him, how often 
is the defenceleſs female and innocent babe ſacri- 
ficed to the brutal ferocity of an enfuriated ſol- 
diery ?---Has he not, lately, widowed many of the 
tender ſex, and bereft the helplefs offspring of their 

tles 


E 


dear fathers ? Theſe ſurvivers would, undoubtedly, 
ſuffer all the wretchedneſs of poverty, were not the 
generoſity of the nation excited, and liberal ſub- 
ſcriptions opened for their relief. How many of 
our brave countrymen has he precipitated to an un- 
timely grave? Their precious ſouls have been hur- 
ried into the eternal world, amidſt the roar of can- 

non, and the frightful ſhrieks of unpitied woe. Re- 
viewing ſuch a melancholy ſcene, the tear of huma- 
nity muſt ſpontaneouſly flow; and we ought to join 
trembling with our mirth.---O War! how compli- 
cated and fad thy diſaſters! May the Almighty 
ever ward thee off from our borders, and haſten the 
_ glorious æra, when mankind ſhall abhor to ſtudy 


thy deſtructive ſcience, and ceaſe to practiſe thy 
baneful arts ! 


5th, The grand cauſe which effected the over- 


throw of the Egyptian army, was * the right hand 
of the Lord.” 


This expreſſion is not to be literally underſtood. 
We are not to fancy that he has corporeal parts 
like ourſelves. The language is metaphorical, and 
uſed in condeſcenſion to the weakneſs of our capa- 
cities. The right hand poſſeſſes a higher degree of 
ſtrength than the left; and this phraſe, when appli- 
ed 


1 


ed to the Supreme Being, is deſigned to convey to 
us the idea of his might, power, or omnipotence. 


Moſes, indeed, was employed as an inſtrument 
on the occaſion, when the aſtoniſhing prodigy took 
place, which “ daſhed in pieces the enemy.” He 
was commanded to make an external ſign, previous 
unto it. The Lord ſaid unto him, © Stretch out 
* thine hand over the fea, that the waters may come 
* again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, 
and upon their horſemen. And Moſes ſtretch- 
* ed forth his hand over the ſea, and the ſea re- 


turned to his ſtrength, when the morning appear- 


* ed, and the Egyptians fled againſt it : and the 
Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midſt of the 
„ fea, And the waters returned, and covered the 
«* chariots, and the horſemen, and all the hoſt of 
Pharaoh that came into the ſea after them.” But 
it was no more the extenſion of Moſes' hand over 
the watery clement, that produced this miraculous 
and deſtructive phenomenon, than it was the 


mere application of clay, by our bleſſed Saviour, to 


the eyes of the blind man, which reſtored him to 
ſight. A divine energy,---an exertion of infinite 
and uncontrollable power, accompanied the action of 


the Iſraclitiſh General, and rolled together the ſtu- 
pendous 


17 4 


pendous billows for the deſtruction of the ſangui. 
nary foe. 


When Britiſh forces vanquiſh our foreign ene- 
mies, we may conſider them as the ſecondary cauſe 
of the victory, we may, with propriety, applaud 
their valour, and admire their ſucceſs ; but we muſt 
ſoar above the human arm, trace it to its primary 
ſpring. and adore © the right hand of the Lord,” 
which is, inviſibly, exerted on ſuch momentuous 
occaſions. He determines the conteſt between bel- 
ligerent powers. He ſuperintends all* things, and 
regulates every event which takes place in the 
grand theatre of war. When a victory is obtained, 
many aſcribe it, ſolely, to the bravery of the troops, 
or to the ſkill and proweſs of the commander who 
preſided in the action. He is, commonly, extolled 
and celebrated. His name is recorded in the an- 
nals of hiſtory as the hero who performed fo noble 


an atchievement. The Lord is overlooked, who 


turns the tide of battle, and directs ſucceſs to what- 


ever ſide he pleaſes, for accompliſhing the import- 
ant purpoſes of his government in the moral world. 


But, as Solomon obſerves, © the race is not to 
the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong.” How 


often has a ſmall body of men vanquiſhed a nume- 
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rous army? Sacred and prophane hiſtory exhibit 
many inſtances of this kind. Gideon, with three 


hundred, conquered an hoſt of the Midianites and 


Amalekites,--Jonathan, with his armour-bearer, rout- 
ed the forces of the Philiſtines,---David, the ſtrip- 
ling, overcame the gigantic Goliah, the terror of 


the Iſraelitiſn camp,---Miltiades, the noble Atheni- 
an, with 10,000 Grecians, diſcomfited the Perſian 


army, conſiſting of 600,000, on the plains of Ma- 
rathon,---Henry the Fifth of England, with to, ooo 
Britons, triumphed over 104,000 French at the 


| battle of Agincourt. The king, prior to the con- 


flict, overhearing ſome of his nobles expreſſing a 


wiſh that the many brave men, who were idle in 
England, were preſent to aſſiſt them, is ſaid to have 
cried out, No! I would not have one man 


“ more,---if we are defeated, we are too many, if 


it ſhall pleaſe God to give us the victory, as I 
truſt he will, the ſmaller our number, the greater 


* our glory.” 


That ſucceſs, in martial operations, depends on 


divine energy, is acknowledged by the king of If- ; 


rael, a renowned warrior ; * 'Thine, O Lord, is 
< the greatneſs, and the power, and the victory, 
<* and the majeſty.” It is evident, from the account 


of the battle between Joſhua and Amalek. Moſes, 


ON 
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on that occaſion, aſcended an adjacent hill, with the 

rod of God in his hand: while he held it up, the 

Iſraelites prevailed ; and when he let it down, the 

Amalekites prevailed. At laſt Joſhua, through the 

interpoſition of heaven, diſcomfited Amalek with 
the edge of the ſword. 


Perhaps many in the Britiſh empire, and even 
ſome in my audience, may deny the exertion of the 
&* right hand of the Lord,” in the naval conqueſt 
which we now commemorate ; however this be. it 
is confeſſed by the illuſtrious character who held 
the chief command. He begins the diſpatches, 
containing a detail of the engagement, with this de- 
yout remark, that © by the bleſſing of God” he had 
been enabled to perform ſuch an eminent ſervice to 
his King and country. Our gracious Sovereign, 
and his Privy Council, breathe the ſame ſpirit in the 
royal proclamation, an extract from which I beg 
leave to read, as ſome here, perhaps, have not had 
an opportunity of ſeeing it. 


e We, taking into our moſt ſerious conſideration 

“ the indeſpenſible duty which we owe Almighty 
« God for the recent and ſignal inter pgſition of his 

good providence, in addition to the manifold and 
e ineſtimable benefits which theſe kingdoms had al- 

c2 ready 
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& ready received at his hands, manifeſted by the 
1 &* bleſſings beſtowed on our arms in the late memo- 
5 e rable battle, fought in diſtant ſeas, as well as by 
te the deliverance of our dominions from invaſion, 
© and from inteſtine commotions, through the en- 
« ergy and val gur of our naval and military forces, 
and the loyalty and courage of our faithful ſub- 
ce jets, which it hath pleaſed the Divine goodneſs to 
& crown with ſucceſs, &c*.“ 
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If language be conſidered as the expreſſion of our 
real ſentiments, we muſt ſurely admit that ſuch de- 
clarations import, in the moſt explicit terms, a be- 
lief of the Divine agency in the recent victory. To 
deny it, in this caſe, would be to repreſent thoſe who 
ſteer the helm of government, as ſplendid hypo- 
0 crites, nay, as inſulting the Almighty; an idea 
which charity, that thinketh no evil, forbids us to 
entertain. | 


6th, The diſcomfiture of the Egyptians was grate- 
1 fully acknowledged by Moſes and the Iſraelites. 


A ſong was compoſed for the occaſion,---a ſong 


the moſt ancient, that is extant ſo far as we know. 
x IF} 1 


ä 


. 


* This was read in the Pulpit. 


L 21 1 


It is of admirable compoſure; the ſtyle is lofty and 
magnificent; the images lively and proper; and 
the whole very moving and pathetic. Struck with 
ſurpriſe at their miraculous eſcape, affected with a 
deep ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, fo illuftriouſly dil- 
played, they celebrated the moſt High as the author 
of their victory, and made the borders of the Red 
Sea reſound with their praiſes. In all the tran- 
ſport of gratitude, they exclaimed, ** Thy right hand, 
* O Lord, is become glorious in power; thy right 
hand, O Lord, has daſhed in pieces the enemy.“ 


Our brave countrymen acted in a ſimilar manner 
after the late conqueſt, near that land where the 
God of Ifrael did fo many wonders. Convinced of 
the interpoſition of providence, and infpired with 
joy, at the ſucceſs which had crowned their intre- 
pid exertions, the Admiral, we are told, appointed a 
general thankſgiving to be obſerved by all the of- 
ficers and mariners aboard the fleet. Never did Bri- 
tiſh heroes appear more auguſt and venerable, than 
when thus adoring the Supreme Diſpoſer of all e- 
vents. Genuine piety, united to true valour, ſhades 
a luſtre on the naval and military character. 


Our nation, too, like ancient Iſrael, is aſſembled 
this day, to expreſs thankfulneſs to God, for that 
| mani. 
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manifeſtation of his providential goodneſs ; and we, 
as a part of the grand community, make the ſame 
profeſſion. If we be met, merely in obedience to the 
command of the Sovereign, without a belief and ſen- 
timent of the divine benignity, we are chargeable 
with the moſt ſolemn mockery. © We draw nigh 
* to God with our mouths, and honour him with 
* our lips, while our hearts are far from him.“ 
True thankfulneſs does not conſiſt, ſolely, in exter- 
nal acts of praile ; it is ſeated in the affeQtions, it a- 


_ riſes from an inward feeling of the favour received. 
It is poſſible that we may deceive one another in this 
reſpect, by hypocritical grimace, by aſſuming the 


appearance of a ſinccre worſhipper, while all is emp- 


ty ſhew, and vain parade, But we cannot impoſe 


on the omniſcient JeHovaHn, whoſe all-ſearching eye 
penetrates into the moſt ſecret receſſes of the ſoul, 
and diſcerns the latent ſprings of all our actions. 


Genuine gratitude is not the impulſe of a mo- 


ment, a tranſient ebullition or emotion of the mind; 


it is a permanent principle. Perhaps not a few of 
us expreſs thankfulneſs to-day, whoſe goodneſs wall 


be as © a morning cloud, and as the early dew, 
„which goeth away.” Such was the caſe with 


the Iſraelites. Though they celebrated their deli- 
verance in elevated ſtrains, and with all the fervour 


of 


1 


of grateful adoration, yet they ſoon proved unmind- 
ful of what the Lord had done fer them. We 
ſhould ſtudy to maintain a conſtant ſenſe of the di- 
vine bounty, and preſerve a lively remembrance of 
it; ſaying, with a pious monarch, © Bleſs the Lord, 
O0 my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits.” 
But our gratitude muſt not lye pent up in our 
breaſts. As every paſſion and ſentiment, when not 
counteracted, diſcovers itſelf in the features of the 
countenance, or by the geſtures of the body; fo, if 
we be really thankful to God in our hearts, we will 
ſhew it by our lives. It will appear by the frequent 
and candid confeſſion of his goodneſs, which is one 
way of diſcharging our obligations to him ; for, as 
the poet juſtly obſerves, 
A prateful mind, by owing owes not; 
« But ſtillpays, at once indebted and diſcharg'd.” 
We will no leſs give evidence of it by a devout 
regard to all his laws and inſtitutions. We will 
ſanctify his ſabbath, attend on his worſhip, and ob- 
ſerve every precept of morality which has the ſanc- 
tion of his authority. To adopt the conciſe lan- 
guage of ſacred writ, © we will do juſtice, love 
“ mercy, and walk humbly with God.” A perſon 
is commonly deemed ungrateful, when he applies 
any favour to another purpoſe than that for which 
it was given. For my part, I conſider the recent 
| victory 


„ 


victory as ordered, in the courſe of divine provi- 
dence, not only to check the cruſading career of 
the arrogant foe, but to give us a freſh opportunity 
of ſueing for peace, and terminating hoſtilities. If 
the rulers of the nation ſhall avail themſelves of it 
for that end, and prove ſucceſsful in their efforts, 
we may juſtly contemplate it as the moſt proud, 
happy, and glorious victory recorded in the annals 
of Britiſh hiſtory, Would to God that He who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hands, and can 
turn them as the rivers of water, may diſpoſe them 
to improve it in ſuch a manner ! 


Having thus directed your attention to the vic- 
torious event mentioned in my text, eſpecially with 
a reference to that grand exploit, atchieved under 
the auſpices of heaven, which we this day celebrate, 
permit me to obſerve, 


1/t, That war, which gives birth to victory, is at 
all times to be lamented ; though, in ſome caſes it 
cannot poflibly be avoided. It is contrary to the 
genius of the goſpel, which breaches a mild, gentle, and 
pacific ſpirit, - the goſpel, whoſe author is the Prince 
of Peace. It recommends and inforces beneficent of- 
fices, even to thoſe who are inimical to us; Love 
“your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 

6c to 


L 25 ] 
ce to them that hate you, and pray for them that 
e deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. If thine 
<« enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him 
* drink.” Theſe heavenly precepts are, generally, 
practicable in an individual capacity ; but when 
applied to collective bodies of men, to large ſocie- 
ties, to ſtates, to nations, and to empires, they can 
ſeldom or never be reduced to practice, in their full 
extent and import, without imminent danger, with- 
out hazarding the intereſt and happineſs of millions 
of human beings. But war ought not to be wan- 
tonly and precipitately undertaken, conſidering that 
it is mutually hurtful to the contending powers, and 
proves a ſource of dire calamities, even to the ſuc- 
ceſsful party who returns from the field of action 
crowned with the laurels of victory. If it be poſ- 
* ſible, as much as lieth in us, we ought to live 
<* peaceably with all men.” When differences ariſe 
between nations, accommodating meaſures ſhould 
be tried. An attempt ſhould be made, by negocia- 
tion, to cement breaches, and reconcile jarring in- 
tereſts, before the bloody ſword be drawn to decide 
the conteſt. But, indeed, it ſometimes happens, 
that, after every exertion for pacific terms, it is im- 
poſſible to maintain the accuſtomed relations of a- 
wity and peace with ſome reſtleſs ſpirits, that per- 
p vade 
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vade the nations of the earth, and are inveſted with 
executive power. 


Wars have exiſted from the early ages of the 
world, and, in all probability, will continue more 
or leſs to the end of 1t, at leaſt while human nature 
remains in its preſent ſtate of depravity. This,--- 
this is the corrupt fountain from which theſe pollut- 
ed ſtreams do flow. © From whence come wars 
and fightings among you? Come they not hence, 
« even of your luſts that war in your members?“ 
When hoſtile meaſures are adopted to gratify pride 
and ambition,---to acquire a vaſt extent of territo- 
ry, to ſubjugate the human ſpecies,---or to commit 
rapine and plunder ; the ſupreme Governor, who 
ſits on the circuit of the heavens, and beholds the 
inhabitants of this globe, muſt, undoubtedly, deteſt 
Hl ſuch unprovoked, daring, and barbarous attacks on 
15 his rational creatures. By ſuch motives were many 

5 of the heroes of antiquity impelled ande actuated, 
whoſe names are celebrated in the hiſtoric page. 
** the poet, when ſpeaking of the grave, 


ec W all the mighty troublers of the earth, 5 
© Who ſwam to ſovereign rule thro' ſeas of blood; 
« Thy oppreſſive, ſturdy, man-deſtroying villains, 
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+ And, in a cruel wantonneſs of power, 

“ 'Thinn'd ſtates of half their people, and gave up 

e The reſt to want—now, like a ſtorm that's ſpent, 

Lie huſh'd, and meanly ſneak behind thy covert.” 

But when martial plans are concerted and put in 
execution, to repel foreign invaſion,---to defend life, 
liberty, and property; ſuch conduct is juſtified by 
the principle of ſelf-preſervation which the Author 
of our nature has implanted in the human breaſt, 
has interwoven with our conſtitution, and does not 
ſeem repugnant to the ſacred oracles. Perhaps ſome 
may now feel themſelves diſpoſed to aſk me, if the 
war, in which we are unhappily involved, be juſt and 
neceſſary ? This is aſſerted by ſome, while it is de- 
nied by others. It is not my province to anſwer the 
queſtion. Every one is at liberty to judge for him- 
ſelf in this matter. It rather becomes the politi- 
cian, than the divine, to decide the controverſy. If, 
however, the deſign of carrying it on be to curb the 
power, the pride, and the ambition of an all-graſp- 
ing enemy, to prevent the ſubverſion of all civil 
and ſocial order, - -to preſerve every thing dear and 
ſacred to Britons; then, the motives are laudable 
for proſecuting it with vigour, while the conſequences 
which reſult from it, are extremely diſaſtrous, and 
much to be regretted. | 


D 2 2d, Let 


— 28 J 


2d, Let us bleſs God that we hear of victory, 
without viewing the dreadful ſcenes which attend it. 
We are remote from the ſeat of war, - from the din 
of arms, -from the ſight of garments beſineared 
with the blood of the ſlain. We enjoy internal 
peace and tranquillity; God knows how long this fe- 
licity ſhall reign in our iſland. Were the audacious 
foe to invade our coaſts, and obtain a footing in our 
peaceful regions, the cheerful ſcene would ſoon be 
ſhifted : or were the flame of inſurrection to burſt 
forth, as in the neighbouring kingdom, our hemiſ— 
phere would overcaſt,---our day would lower,---our 
boaſted ſerenity would be ſucceeded by the black, 
the tempeſtuous ſtorm of carnage and devaſtation. 
While, then, we ſeem determined to unite in repel- 
ling the foreign enemy, let us guard againſt in- 
teſtine broils and civil commotions; againſt a ſpirit 
of inſubordination, anarchy, and confuſion. If 
diſorders in the political body are to be reme- 
died, if abuſes are to be corrected, it muſt be 
done in a conſtitutional, deliberate, and diſpaſſionate 
manner. Intemperate zeal may be productive of the 
moſt pernicious effects. To adopt violent, compul- 
ſory, and outrageous meaſures, might be followed 
by diſmal conſequences, which would more than 
counter balance any advantages that can poſſibly be 
reaped. As the profeſſing diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 

we 
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we are bound to check a turbulent, a reſraQory 
ſpirit; and to yield obedience to lawful authority. 
Chriſtianity was not deſigned to interfere with 


poligical ſyſtems, to produce revolutions in ſtates, to 
effect the riſe or fall of empires. It was intended, 
indeed, to ſubvert the kingdom of Satan, to dethrone 
him in the hearts of men, to reſcue them from his 
thraldom, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God: but our Saviour and his Apoſ- 
tles, both by precept and example, enforced and re- 
commended ſubmiſſion to the civil powers. We 
may labour under grievances which need to be re- 
drefled ; but we have leſs reaſon to complain in this 
reſpect, than many nations that are under delpotic 
ſway. We live under the government of a code of 
laws, which, though not altogether free from imper- 
fection, a thing never to be expected, yet are, ou the 
whole, pretty equitable and well- calculated for the 
ſecurity of our individual and ſocial happineſs. All 
tyranny and oppreſſion, though theſe may be ſome- 
times practiſed by deſigning men, are repugnant to 
the ſpirit, and incompatible with the principles of 
our conſtitution. | 


We enjoy the free and undiſturbed exerciſe of our 
religion. The government of the country ſeems to be 
more tolerant, in this reſpect, than many diflentersfrom 
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the eſtabliſhed church would be, were they entruſt- 
cd with the adminiſtration of ſupreme power. They 
would perſecute other ſectaries, were they not re- 
trained by the laws of the ſtate. They often de- 
claim againſt them, and ſometimes rank them among 
revolutioniſts, as if they meant to irritate Govern- 
ment to unſheathe and brandiſh the flaming, the 
bloody ſword of perſecution againſt them. They 


| boaſt of religious liberty, and yet would gall others 


with the gnevous yoke of bondage. They ſtate it 
as a national bleſſing, that they are allowed to ob- 
ſerve their own mode of worſhip ; and yet appear 
fred with the keeneſt reſentment againſt ſome, who 
differ from them in their ideas of eccleſiaſtical go- 


vernment. I glory that we are connected with a 


diſſenting church, which, however much branded 


as Latitudinarian, breathes liberality of ſentiment, 


and the fervour of charity, to every other Chriſtian 
denomination. Let us guard, then, equally againſt 
a ſpirit of bigotry and rebellion. © I exhort, there- 
ce fore, that, firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, in- 
<< terceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 


„ men; for kings, and for all that are in authority, 


« that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in 
e all godlineſs and honeſty : for this is good and 
« 2cceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour; who 
« will 


L 


e will have all men to be ſaved, and come to the 
** knowledge of the truth.“ 


34, To conclude, As we have been ſpeaking of 
a brilliant victory obtained by a Britiſh Admiral; ſo 
let us not forget that glorious conqueſt which was 
atchieved by the Son of God. This ought to be 
the burden of our ſong, the chief theme of our 
grateful praile, and is a more proper ſubje& of dil- 
cuflion in this ſacred place. He encountered all 
our ſpiritual foes, who were martialled, as it were, 
in battle-array againſt him. He entered the liſt 
with them, particularly when he began his public 
miniſtry, He foiled them in every engagement, 
and did not ceaſe the purſuit, till the laſt moment 
of his exiſtence. The warfare was not terminated, 

nor the victory obtained, till he expired on the ſa- 
tal tree. He did not bow his head, and give up the 
Ghoſt, till he could ſay, to the joy of heaven and 
the terror of hell,---to the comfort of his friends and 
the confuſion of his enemies, It is finiſhed.”--- 
At that momentous hour, when thoſe, who had 
embrued their hands in his blood, apprehended that 
he was ſubdued, he only completed his victory. 
Then, * having ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
© he made a ſhow of them openly, triumphing over 
them in his croſs.” At his glorious aſcenſion 


into 


* 
into the celeſtial regions, he more eſpecially began 
his triumph; for, ſays the prophetic Pſalmiſt, Thou 
* haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity 
« captive.” This has an evident alluſion to the 
cuſtom of conquerors in ancient times. When they 
had obtained a deciſive victory, priſoners of dif- 
tinction were chained to their chariots, and dragged 
in triumphal proceſſion through the ſtreets of their 
capitols. So Jeſus Chriſt, in his magnificent aſcen- 
ſion, led captives the enemies of our ſalvation. Ap- 
polite and pertinent is that pompous deſcription of 
him, by the evangelic prophet, as a potent warrior, 
$ Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
« carments from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in 
« his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 
de firength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty 
* to ſave, &c.” This beautiiul paſſage is conſider- 
ed by ſome, as a dialogue between Chriſt and the 
ſaints of heaven, at his entrance into it on the day of 
his aſcenſion. Surpriſed to ſee him appear as a 
conqueror, at the gates of the celeſtial paradiſe, they 
alk who he is, and deſcribe him in the character of 
one returning in triumph from a long and bloody 
campaign; upon which he informs them of his per- 


ſon, and conqueſt over his enemies. 


Let 
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Let us all be ambitious to obtain an intereſt in 
his victory, which is fraught with the moſt ſalutary, 
ineſtimable, and permanent bleſſings to the immor- 
tal ſoul ;---Let our hearts be inſpired with the warm- 
eſt gratitude to him, and our mouths filled with 
his praiſes ;---Let us ſtudy to promote the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his kingdom on the earth, and pray, with 
fervour, for that peaceful Kra of his reign, when 
* he ſhall judge among the nations, and ſhall re- 
* buke many people ; and they ſhall beat their 
* ſwords into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into 
© pruning hooks ; nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
* againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any 
© more.” *© He who teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, 
“ Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even ſo, come 
* Lord Jeſus.” The grace of our, Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
be with you all. Amen. 
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